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BRITISH MOVE BACK.

BULLER'S ARMY RETIRES
THREE MILES SOUTH.

WIRE DEFENCES OF THE ROERS AT THE

TUGELA — THEIR S8TRONG  POSIL

TION AT MAGERSFONTEIN.
{Capyright; 1908 By The New-Yark Tribune )
| BEY CABLE T0 THE TRIBUXE.]
London. Dee, 25, 6 A& m~—The War Office
states that the military situation Shuth
Africa has not undergone any material change

in

up to yesterday afternoon. The latest news of
General Buller's movements in Natal is con
tained in a “Posmt”
Camp, which says that on Manday last the Brit-
{sh column struck camp and formed a new ane
three miles to the eouth, because of a searcity
¢f water in the old position,

“The Telegraph's” correspondent remarks on
the of the Boers In defence
Prsides the rows of trenches on both sides of

resourcefulness

the Tugela they have over & width of nearly
five hundred yards placed a most complicated
parbed wire entavglement, and also concealed
wire under the water at the river fords.

Al
giructed nearly twenty miles of trenches due
porth of the British camp.

The Times" mentions a rumor that the Free

Magersfontein the Boers have now econ-

S1ate seqt of government Is to be transferred to
Winburg, as Bloemfontein
indafensible.

It i announced that Lord Roberts willingly
consented to the Duke of Connaught attaching
kimself to his Btaff for service in South Africa,
tut the arrangement falled to obtaln the sanc-
tion of the Goveinment I. X. F.

—_——,——

CHEISTMAS CALM IN LONDON

Is undefended and

NEITHER GOOD NEWS NOR BAD CAME
FROM THE SEAT OF WAR IN
SOUTH AFRICA.

[Copyright. 188: By The New-York Tribune ]
[EY CABLE TO THE TRIBUNE.]

London, Dec. 23, 1 & m.—~Christmas calm if
not Christmas peace and joy has already settled
cver London, For the first Bunday since the
opening of the war newsboyas' cries were not
neard in the streets during the evening with
stop press telegrams for twopence. Few bulle-
tins were displayed at the clubs, and there were
no loungers to gossip about them. The War
Office was deserted and the Ministers, almost
without exception, were in the country for an
interval of rest.

Optimists hers and there had clung to the hope
that either General Buller or General Methuen
might have done something at the close of the
week to senson the Christmas dinner at home,
and that tidings of great Jéy might be reserved
for Christmas Eve, but there were no signs late
&t night that there had been any unexpected
stroke on the Tugela or the Modder, or that a
fresh advance had been made In the direction
cither of Ladysmith or Kimberley. General
Kitchener had arrived at Malta and reinforce-
ments and artiliery were going to Buller. Buch
news as there was from the seal of war was be-
jsted and immaterial It indicated a suspension
of hostilities all along the British line until fresh
reserves of infantry and artillery could be ob-
talned for & renewal of the attack upon Colenso
and Magersfontein.

THINK THE GENERALS ARE LEARNING.

While the English Christmas dlnner must be
enten with the bitter herbs of defeat and anx-
tety, judicious military critics are relieved by
the knowledge that the generals are learning the
necesaity for cautlon and gradual approaches to
strongly intrenched positions, und are convinced
that even the bravest soldiers cannot be ex-

telegram  from {'hi&\'nley.

:‘;:h’::"r:::‘li: r:':‘ :h« retirement of royalty from
g o1 and of the army.
s fr;]‘::f!n:xﬂ occurred the famous Christmas
Temicairs nf'r-klng Into the Transvaal. Dr |
R 8 now taking care of fever patients in
ot .nf::-:h Sir John Willoughby and pearly all
b s under him are fighting In the field. |
f::lnf::nd”--ls planting trees at Kimberley
rm Commitiee is soattered, J. P. Fitz-
patrick being in London, Colonel Rhodes at the
frnm, Mr. Hammeond in America and others In
:HT"‘ Town or England. And Johannesburg 18 a
teserted clty among the gold reefs. LN F
GENERAT meFn'"" J ]
TMAL v TR HAS NOTHING NEW,
A SUGGESTION FROM METHUEN'S CAMP FOR
ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND MORE MEN
London, Der 130 a. m—The War Office |
has received a cahle dispatch from General
Forestier-Walker. dated at Caps Town yester-
duy. saving: .
'I"Hn\'-- no further news of the general situa-
1)+ P
It may be almost safely predicted that nothe |
ing will oceur to-day. A truce, either formal or
Informal, i{e being kept for the ohservance of
Christmas by the oprosing forces,
A dispateh from Modder River, dated Decem- |
ber 18, gayva:

25

_"i"hn Hoera eontinue extending thelr trenches
They now have nearly twenty miles of In-

| trenehed works due north of the Britlsh oamp.

l
i
|
!

|
|
|
|

| asserts that

pected to work miracles by sheer gallantry. ‘The
commonest comment now heard (n the milltary
clybs is that the generals have underrated the
power and resources of modern defensive war-
fare. and have attempted to do in a =ingle day |
by direct fronial attack work which reguired a
wesk or a fortnight of deliberate maneuvring
and systematic hammaeging by slege operaticns.
Both Buller and Methuen bave chosen the line
of the greatest possible resistance in thelr last
battles, and have expected to win decislve vie-
tories at a single stroke. The soberest critics
are mow convinced that English generals and
soldiers are serving an apprenticeship in war-
tare with white men after having been unfitted
for it by half a century af conflict with inferior
races, and that hereafter there will be hetter
scouting, dellberate slege operations for the
capture of positions too strong to be taken by a
frontal attack with the bayonet, and more effec-
tive use of the system of reconnolssance in force
which was generally employed during the Amer-
fean Civil War. Some writers go further and
assort that radical changes in the whole art nrl
modern warfare will be wrought by the practical
exhibition which the Dutch are making of the
résnurces of mounted infantry acting on the da- |
fensive, with artillery of long range. and that
there wil] be fewer foot soldiers and mar‘_‘l

]

|

mounted soldiers in future European campalgns.
Convincing proof that the War Office has not
expected General Buller to eat his Chrisimas
éinner in Pretoria is the fact that the belated
slage train intended for the investment of that
eapital 1s still &t sea and not due at Cape Town
for o week ]t would he useful in front either
of Colensn or Magersfontein. A second siege
74in will probably he sent from India to South
Africa, and & third Is now being set in order in |
England for shipment. The delay in providing
the army with adequate ertillery for enabling it
- Ritack strong defensive positlons tells heavily |
BEAINSY both (he Headquarters Staff and the
MATAESmeNt of 1he War Office. Naturally Lord |
Lansdowne (s sxposed 1o attack, eepecially s |
the Intéliigenes Depariment, under Sir John
Ardigh, ssemy 1o have reported accurate Hists of
the Boer long range guns, and as Sir Willism |
}‘1'1!'-? 1% known te have given 2 warning from :
Bouth Africa that i ease of war ffty thoussnd |
|
|

troops would be nesded on the Tugela and one
hundred 1housand for the fnvasion of the Duteh
republics, Lord Lansdowne will retire If the
Cabingt be reconstructed, but prnhﬂ.hly there
Will be no Ministerial changes unless serious re-

Verses 1o British arms ocour during the next
month.

CONNAUGHT KEPT AT HOME.

It Is now stated that the Duke of Connaught
WAS 50 eager 10 go 1o the front that he appiied
for a poxition as wid on Lord Roberta's staff, but |
::" War Ofce declined to nllow a feld marshal |

Walve his rank. The Duke will probably be |
to command the forces {n Ireland.
"hf':oﬂ‘l:'e will b in line for the surcesalon 19
Olseley’s pince. The Queen has never !

| FIVE KILLED IN A TRAIN WRECK.

‘ DISASTER ON SOUTHERN PACIFIC, IN CAlL-

| of the preliminary Aarrangements for hurying

Which also I8 In an admirable position for the
dofence, as the surrounding country is perfectly
level. The Boers, moresver are compelled to
keep a foree estimated at twenty thousand In
arder to contain the British column. A Inrge
number of Lord Methuaen's wolinded have re-
envered and are ready 1o resume their places in
the ranks

A dispateh to “The Dally News" from Modder
River, dated December 18, save

We are now walting untll England shall have
realized the actual facts. It has to be admitted
that mnan for man we have found ourss|ves
pretty well matched, hut the Boer has alwave
the cholee of positions.  Let England, then, be-
coms alive to the need for a further hundred |
thnusand men. Suvch a force will prove the
truest economs in hath blpod and treasurs

Among minor news items it Is announced that |
Calonel Mackinnon has been appninted to eom- |
mand the City of London Imperinl Valunteers
The 1fith Lancers have been ordered to procesd
from Bombay to the Cape tn mee! the pressing |
need of cavalry. The Canadian Calonel Rus- |
sard has been appninted to General Frnnrh’al
staff.

Dr. Leyds. who has again heen interviewed, |
the Boers have ample arms and
ammunition, declaring that they have Mausers
enough ta give each burgher two and an equal
number of Martini-Henrys,

The moming papers are eriticlsing
the fact that General Sir Charles Warren's Fifth |
Division Is heing utilized to relnforce various
pojnts, instead of being econcentrated at one,

——

GATACRE TRIES SPANISH METHODS,

THE BRITISH GENFRAL ISSUES A MODIFIED |
RECONCENTRADO ORDER,

Cape Town, Dec. 18 —General Gatacre, In or-
der to check insurrection among the Dutch enl-
onists and to prevent dlsaffected persons giving
information or other assistance to th® Boers,
har issued a modified reconcentradn order. By
its terms all males over twelve years of age, of |
whatever nationality, living outalde of thwns |
or vilages, but within a radlus af twelve miles
of military eamps now established or hersafier
to he established north of Sterkstroom, are re-
quired immediately to vacate thelr places of
residence and either to remove 1o some place |
oytside the twelve-mile radius, or to form a
camp in close proximity to the nearest military |
camp—the spot to be selected by the officer
commanding—where they must live until fur-
ther notlee, providing for thelr own needs. Al
persons found within the radii without passes
will be arrested.

Advices from Colesherg assert that not many
Colonial Dutch have joined the Boers in that
district,

Certain residents of Malmeshury eelehrated
General Gatacre's repulse at Stormberg by a
dinner.

Eevere]y

e e
GENERAL KITCHENER AT MALTA.

Malta, Dec. 24.—General Lord Kitchener, C.lef
of Staff to General Lord Raoberts, arrived here
to-day from Alexandria on the British second-
class cTuiger Iais He went Immediately on
board the British eruiser Dido, which sailed for
Gikraltar, where he will Join Lord Roberts,

——— -

IFORNIA
Pomona. Cal., Dec. 24 (Epecinli,—Five persins
weres killed and a number were Injured in a
Southern Paclfic train wreck this evening. The
train was completely demolished.
— - -

TEXAS RRINGS RODIES OF MAINE DEAD.

EHE PASSFES® IN AT THE VIRGINIA CAFRE-FI™
ARRANGEMENTS

NERAL

Cape Henry, Va., Dec 24.—The Unlted Buates
Battleship Texas passed In the Caper to-nizht.
Ehe has nn board the bodies of the Malne dead.

Newport News, Va., Dec. 24.—The Army and |
Navy veterans of the Spanish war, under Calo-
nel J. C. Baker, of the 24 Virginia, and Captain
. C, Berkeley, of the 4th Immunes, will meet
the bodies of the Maine dead on their arrival |
here and will escort them to the funeral train.
All the volunteers from this city, Hampton,
Pheaehug and vicinity, and & number of Regulars
will be on hand when the Texas drops anchor off
the city

Washington, Dee. 24 —Assistant Secretary
Allen of the Navy Department, who has charge

the bodies of the Maine's dead at Arlington
next Thursday, has selected as a site for thelr
list resting place a beautiful grassy knnll fust
this slde of where the Santiago dead lie hurled. |
Captain Sigebee will have charge of the ar- |
rengements on the day of burial, and Chaplain

Chidwick, who was on the Maine when she Was
blown up. will perform the funeral rites,

=5 -
DROGWNED IN THE ORINOCO,

GEORGE N. WEBSTER, A LAWYER, OF GENEVA,
OHIO, WHO WAS EEEKING A FORTUXNE

Geneva, Ohln, Des. 24 (8pacial) —Waord was re-
oelved here yesterday by Mary A. Wehsier, a
werlthy widaw, that her only son, George N. Web.
ster., & lawyer, Wis drowned about two muonths
pgo In the Orinoco River, in Venezuela. He left
this place about thres yeirs Ao to make a tour of
Qouth America, prospecting for gold. At first suc-
coss wAs met with, but reverses followed, and he
joined an American. who was a Garcia plume
hunter These plumes are worth 125 an ounce,
and the birds are abundant near the Meta River, a
tributary of the Orinoco. They were procesding |
up the river in & steam yacht, when the holier ex-
ploded tnrowing them into the water.

Wehstey wis drowned und his body was found by
cansiderable distance down the river
It was given over 1o the American Consul at Port
of Spain, who looked after (ts proper hurinl
Webster was o rising you lawyer, and owned ane
of the finest libraties in this region.  Mis mother
has had active steps taken endeavoring to recover
the body that 1t may be brought here and burled
He hap 1WO slsters, who are muosical Instructors in |
the Knox onservatory, at Galesbure, T

-
EAVE TIME AND MONEY.
s Empire Btate Express he-

. entral’
The New-York Cen Baflalo, 490 miles i 4% min-

-York and
:l.lr:: - f’fwlf—f nt milcage Uckel ($5.80) 1s good an |

this train.—AdvL

the natives &

| from death

| Amalfl declares

BRAZNELL MINE HOREOR.

LIVER LOST NOW RELIEVED TO NUM-
BER FORTY.

Pittetiurg. Dec, 24.—A Jdispateh to “The Post”
from Brownsville says thut the horror of the
Bragnsll mine grows in intensity with every
hour., The number of the dead |8 now estimated
at forty, and may pass that flgure. There ia a
strong presumption that the laws regulating

| mining were carelessly and probably criminglly

disregarded. To-day the first todles of the vie-
tims were hrought out of the mine, and never
hefars In the history of mine disastérs were
human beings more harribly mutilated, It was

nearly 11 o'clock hefors the first five hodles
were taken out, twenty-eight hours after the
| explosion. At 540 three were brought to the

surface, and nt A9 three more came up in the
cage of the main shaft. The dead taken from
the mins sn far are

HAGAR Henry, aged 30 teft wife and six children
KOVITZ, Geoege. aged foriv pingle
MAGYAR, Joseph, ngsd ninstarn singie
MAHIO, Michsel, aged twenty-sight. left wife and 1wo
rhitdren
MEVSE, Alhert, apsd thirtesn. Als4 afier being resctsd
utordny
MEESY, Samuel, aged thirry-nine, [eft wifs and three
ildren
MOlAVK, Willlam, nesd thirty-three, left wife and twa
Poter. nped thirty-six, Ieft wife and foue ohil-
TOETEKY, Jnsepl, mged twenty two |eft wife
PHOTANY Paul sged tmanty faur 1aft wife and one child
ROHRTELL, Mi-tusl, aped twenty-slx. mngle
THOMAS, Willlsm, nged thirty-three, jeft wifs and four
children

At least twelve other hodies are In sight, bat
cannot reached on aceount of the debris.
The estimates of the numher of the dead are con-
flicting. A. B. Braznell, president of the Stock-
dale Cosl Comipany, sald this afternoon he le-
Heved that only twenty or twenty-five men had
been kKilled. Men whn were working around the
mine yvesterday morning give different figures.
They say thirty-five to forty men were down
the maln ghaft In the cages, while about twenty

| ellmbed down the steps in the elevator shaft

Fram ffty-five to sixy wore in the mine,
they say, and of this number only thirtesn have
been repovered alive

All the rest, whatever the

men

| numbher, are dead

GAR KNOWN TN BE IN THE MINE.

From statemants nlitalned to-day It seems
elenr that the presan-e of gas In quantities in

the mine was perfectly well known, and that

| naked lights were used fur severn! days hefors

According to eredible authority,
ty lamp had heen used in the
mine by the working erews since Tuesday morn-
ing. four days before the explosion. The fire
hoss. James Rateliffe, whose duty it was ta look
after the safety of the mine, and on whose cars
and intelligence the lives of the diggers depend-
ed in a large degree, told this story. Rateliffe
hus not vet recoversd from his narrow escape
He =ald:

the explasinng
not a single s

1 belleve that the expinsion war caured by a
sudden fall which ovcurred just before the ex-
plasion. T do not bélleve there was enough gas
in the mite to bes dangerous, As & matter of
fact the coa! ftself gives off a little xgas, Lot
the gas comes chiefly from the roof of the pit
After the explosion 1 went intn the mine with
Jones, the pit hoss. 1 went from the entrance
of the main shaft toward the alr shaft, one hun-
dred and fifty sards Away Everything was

led with after damp and smoke. Jones gave

tin o few minutes, and | dragged him 1o the

ottom of the maln shaft, where there was a
little ajr. The explosion must have occurred
within twn hundred or three hundred feet of
the main #haft. The men were trapped there
Hke rats, and there §8 1o hope that a single man
8 allve. The fts were hoth disabled,
and there was no ot} xit. 1 have never seen
a more terrific mine explosipn, Btone stoppings
twa fest thick and cemented topcther were ut-

terly destroyed. Not even partlcles of rock re-
mained, The stone was blown Into dust.
SAFETY LAMPE DISPENEED WITH.

Willlam Pastorious, a Ariver In the mine, tells
a sensational story. Pastorlous, who has lived
in Brownsville for many years and is regarded
as o man of Intelligence. snys that the pit boss,
Jones, on Tuesday morning lssued a general
order that all safety lamps might be dispensed

with. and in thelr stead the miners were per-
mitted to use naked liehts.  Pastorious ailso
stales that the safety lamps were unlocked, |

eontrary to regulations

Superintendent Boyer, who s the superior of
tke pit bhoss, Ji when told the above
sintement galid

“1 know pothing of the order to dispense with
" #e would make no further state-

oS, of

safety lamps
ment

R

HiGH WIND LIFTS A ROOF.

IT LIKEWISE. AT TOMPKINSVILLE, DROPS
A CHIMNEY INTO A KITCHEN—NAR-
ROW ESCAPE OF A GIRL.
Considerable damage was done by the starm
yestorday Staten Island, particularly in
Tompkinsville, where it was most severs. Win-
were bhlown In, sral telephone poles
were blown and washed down and the entire
roof of a three-story building In Griffin-st. was

dows

blown off. The bullding iz awned by Willlam
B. Duncan, and is occupied by MeKenzle &
O'Neill as & feed store and storage house.
Atvout 11 a m. there was a lull In the
| wind, after which it came with redoubled
foree The roof, which was 100 by 00 feet
in size, and covered with tin, was Ilifted
ten feet in the alr and. after saling out over

the sirset, dropped with a crash which could

b heard nearly o mile away. Tt struck the

guard wires holding the Staten Island electric
trolley wires and broke them In two, but the
trolley wires were uninjured. Men were put to

work immadiately gathering up the woaod, bricks
and tin which had fallen

Another buflding, with o newly bullt kitchen,
awned by Duncan. stende next to the one from
which the ronf was blown. This house Is occu-
pled by Richard Kevs as n grocery store and a

home When the roof was blown off the chim-
| ney fell an top of the new Klichen, crashing
through the roof and entirely destroying it
Mamle Keys, & daughter of the grocer, was
standing In the room at the time, and had a
nariow escape from being killed. The clock

which stond on the mantel was struck by a fall-
ing brick and stopped at 11:06,
Several smaull boats which were moored at
Stapleton were beached and partly smashed
At Btapleton severnl large schooners dragged

thelr anchors, and only the good management
of the crews saved them from going ashore
The sloop yacht Lillle, owned by A Fuchs-
locher, of the Yucht Club, was washed

ashore and pounded to pleces on the rocks.

-
THE LOSS OF LIFE AT AMALFL

Rome Dec Dispatches from Amalfl, the pop-
ular fouris the Gulf of Salerno, whire
the landsiide Friday, says that twelve
persons ore twen killed, that at
Jesast fifteen others were njured and that many
ure still unaccounted for

Among thiwee killed were Miss Welir, a daughter

M
rasart o
oveurred ot

known 0 have

of James Galloway Welr, member of the British
Houwse of Comimons for F ind Cromarty, and
her governess. They had es d. but returned for

thelr valuables and were Killed toge her

It new appears that some sarth tremors and other
abiod many people to get away be-
fore the catastraphe ocourred The Mayor of
hie beltef that the landslip was
Aue 1o the fast thit a huge fissure, loft after a
similar slip ten yonrs ago. had heen earclesaly filed
with faggow and pieces of timber. This has &l-
ways been considered a source of dunvr.

The Hotel Santa Catarine was completely huried
and other bulldings are in ruine

The peasants, fearing further landslides, refuse
to return Lo thelr homes.

premuonitians ef

TWENTY-ONE SAILORS LOST

YEARS OFF

WORST WRECK OF MANY
HATTERAR,

CAPTAIN AND FIGHT OF THE CREW OF A
BRITIEH STEAMSHIP SAVED BY
THE BPREECHES BUOY-OTHERS
DROWNED FROM A BOAT
IPT TELTGRAPH TO THE TRIFUNE.]
Norfolk, Va., Dec. 24 —Twenty-one sallors of
the British steamship Ariosto lost thelr lives
near Hatteras, N. C.. this morning, in one of
the worst wrecks that has occurred in that vi-
cinity in twenty-three years. Captain Baines
and eight sailors were saved through the herole
efforts of the Ocracoks life saving crew, under
Captatn James Howard. The Ariostn, a vessel
of 2965 tons, seven vears old, and owned hy
R MrAndrews & Co.. of London, was hound
fram Galveston to Hamburg by way of Norfolk
with a miscellaneous eargo, and went ashore
four miles south of Hatteras at 4 o'clock this
morning. in a gale blowing nearly fifty miles

an hour,

The Ocracoke |ifa saving patrol
the ship ashore, and hefore daybreak the 1ife
gavers were on the scene. They fired line after
line to the stranded ship, each one falling short,
and it wae not untll four hours afterward that
ena finally landed  In the mean time pwenty-
one of the erew decided to try to reach shore In
a small hpat, They had hardly put off from the
ship before a big wave engulfed thern and they
were thrown intn the sen  They made n des-
perate struggle for thelr lives against fearful
adds, but thelr strength soon gave out, and they
gank in full view of those on the ship and the
life savars, who were powerless to render ald

At about 8 a'cloek a well dire 1ed shot landed
a llne over the side of the ship, which lay ahout
gix hundred fest out, and In ancother hour tha
first sailor was landed hy means of the hresches
buoy, roming through the mountalnous Waves
Arenched to the skin. It took untii nightfall to
jand the other seven men, including Captrin
Baines The men lost everything except thi
elnthing they wore, They are heing cared for at
the Ocracoke life saving siptihn All of the
men who were drowned were Rritish The life
savers have been instructed to keep a sharp
lnokout for any hodies that may come arhore,
The enrgo of the Ariosto annsisted of cotton,
wheat, corn and meal. AS §00N A8 NeWs of the
disnster reached here wreckling tuge were hur-
rled 1o the scene, and It Is n race of steam
rgainst time to save the ship, which s leaking.
The wind, however, to-night 18 in her fayor The
Arlosto wreck is the worst since the German
ship Elizabeth went ashore in 1876, when fifty-
five persons wers drowned

N
WHY LIVES WERE LOST.
UNWILLING TO WAIT FOR BREECHES
BUOY,

discovered

EEAMEN

Washington, Dee. 24.—Superintendent Kim-
hall of the Life Saving Bureau to-night recelved
A dispatch in regard to the |oss nf the Ariosto.
He will instruct Lieutenant Johnson, of the
revenue cutter service, who is attached to his
onffice, 1o prm-m-d o~motrrow o the scone of the
wreck and make a report of the clrrumstanced
attending the loss of life. This is the practice al-
ways followed hy the Iife saving mervice when
there |8 Jose of life attending an accldent to a

steamer to which the surfmen have glven As- |

slstanca

The Superintendent belleves that the distress- |

Ing loss of life s probably due to the hurried
efforts of the men 10 gel AWAY from the ship,
instead of walting untll the hresches buoy enld
be rigged up hetween the ship and the shore

and their rescus affected, As the vessel appears

#till to ba in good condition, the men, he thinks,
might have remained on her an indefinite time
befors there Was Any real danger af losing their
lives. Ship's hands of “deep water” hoats, he
thinks, take to che boats ton
not followed by men deavoted to coast naviga-
tlen, who realize the opportunities for rescue by
the hreeches huoy
—_—

PERILAND COWARDICE AT SEA

STORY OF A RECKLESS CAPTAIN AND
RECREANT MATE ON THE GULF
OF MEXICO.

New-Orleans, Dec. 2 (Special —Ahnut ten Aayn
agn news reached this chty of the wreek of the

schooner Buff on the coast of Mexico, nt which

time Captain Kalker. commander of the vesse!, wnas |

drowned, Last nlght several New-Orleans men
who Wers passengers on board the Ruf, reached
this clt¥. and told a story of suffering Aanger and
tescus reading ke & hoys tale of adventure. From
their story, Captain Kalker acted In o oriminslly
reckless mannar whila hls first mate depcrted the
vesss| In the hour of danger

The RUM salled from Mobile In the latter part of
November, with cosl for (oalzogoalros, Mexico
Captaln J. F. Van Horn and three associates had
formsd a company to navigate a small .\lut:u_n
two stern wheeled gasolene

river, and had bullt

lnuniches, so they securcd passage on the Ruff and
had lsunches hlooked up on the deck.  All
went well for three daye, when the schponer ran

into a storm, and with the overloading of the upper
deck with the launches the vessel wns found to t
in anything save a seaworthy condition Cireat
cons wished over her and one of these carried Into
the Gulf E. Vian Heorn, sen of Captaln Van Horn,
hefure mentloned. The yvoung man wak saved by
the presence of mind of a negro sallor, who Hurled
a rope with a sure hand and reached the swimmer,

The Ruff's conditlon grew desperate and at Inst
she was headed for Campeche Shoal, where she
was anchored At that polnt Captaln Van Hern and
his piarty had enatugh of the schooner nnd de-
manded to be put ashare, but Captaln Kalker re-
tused and ordered his schooner to head on ite
course to Contzaccalrox. The wea had cnlmed and
the passage was made without ineident until the
port was slghted, when Captain Kalker again took
the hit between his testh and refused to signal for
a plint A Mexican steamer and a pliot hoat tinth
signalled danger. but Captain Kalker swaore that
he was running the schooner, and she would gn
he wanted and nowhere else

T

evervwhere

and was soon hard agrovnd, with the waves dagh-
tng over her. The captiin and mate, the
named 3. O Sherman, hecame panie stricken, and
the latter made an attempt to jower the ship's
boat, which swamped Immediately. He then un-
dAressasd. tled his clother in a bundle, cut In two
A life preserver belonging o the
perty, fastened one-half on the bundls and the
ather on himsel? and jumped averhoard. swearing
ne would Inok out for himeelf and that the others
might do the same,

Boon after, Laptaln Kalker saw twp negro sallors
putting over the side in a dingy belonging to the
New-Orleans expedition, The commander darted
forward, drove the blacks away, floated the skiff
and struck out alone, abandoning his ship and re-
tusing to sven burden himself with a singie com-
panion. The dingy. however. proved too light for
the terrible sea. and was soon swamped, The cap-
talp clurng to the sk ff for several hours, but finally
his strength gave out from the cold and the wrench-
m* of the soas, and he sank to his death

hen poe by one three of the hest swimmers on
the vessel put on life pressrvers and leaped over-
bonrd, They could only be seen a shart distance,
and those on board believed all to have bean lost
until night came, when bonfires on shars told that
their plight was known

All night the wives washed over the wreck, and
ft was not til dawn that the sea calmed suf-
ficlently jor & 1t dfeboat  manned v American
and English volunteers, to come through the surf
to the rescue [t took thres m{m for all thoses an
board to be carried to safery. It was then found
that the three swimmers had reached shore In
sifety. though terribly exhausted and brulsed
The mate, Sherman. had miso reached shore. hut
had gone his way without giving any notlce of the
digiress of hix ship and crew

Thess tacis ware 1old by Captaln Van Horm and

eorroborated In full by the other passengers,
S e

| FIVE STATES IN FIVE HOURS

\ The "Royal Limited,” beautiful. swift and sure

van New-York, South Ferry and foot of Liberty

t. Dally 3 p m, ves Washington 8§ p. m.
Qulsite Dining an 6 Car Sarvice.~ Advi

aften, a practice |

fne |
minute after making that bluff the schooner struck |

Intter |

New-Orleans |

OPENING THE HOLY DOOR.

A GRAND CEREMONIAL AT ST. PETER'S
CATHEDRAL.

THE AGED PONTIFF PERFORMS HIS PART

TO THE END, ONLY SHOWING
FATIGUE TOWARD
THE LAST.
Rome. Dec. 24 —The Pope solemnly Inaugu-

' rated the Holy Year by performing the impres-
sive ceremony of apening the Holy Door of St
Peter's Cathedral at 11 o'clock this morning.
The ceremony was perfarmed in the Vestibule,
which was handanmely decorated, in the pres-
enes of the papal officers, the memhers of the
Diplomatie Corpe, leading representatives of the
Koman nobility and a number of specially in-
vited guests

After donning the pontifieal robes the Pope,
barne on the Sedla Geatatorin and escorted by
the Papal Guards, procesdad with the cardinais
and the court to the Sistine Chapel, In the Vati-

MOSS'S REPORT GETS OUT.

| investigation and framing the suggestions

ecan Palace, where were gatherad representatives |

of the Roman religlous arders and clergy. After

a briaf prayer before the Holy Sacrament, which |

wns there axposed, Leo intoned the “Venl Crea-
tor'" and then agaln ascended the Sadia Gesta-
torin.  Preceded by clergy and friars, who bore
lighted candles, the Pope proceeded to the Vestl.
bule of the Basilica, priests lining the halls and
stalreases on the way.

In the Veatibule the papal throne had been
erected The Supreme Pontifft ascended the
throne. which was Immediately surrounded by
cardinals and dignitaries,

Suddenly a heavy bell boomed. Leo rose and
walked toward the Holy Door. preceded by the
Grand Penitentinry. Cardinal Mensignor Sera-
finn Vannutelll, Prefect of the Congregation of
lshops and Regulars, met him and handed him
| an arti=tic gnlden mallet given hy the Italian

bishops. Len, wearing the mitre, uttered the
vorses of the Liturgy and struck three hlows
with the hammer on the door, which had pre-
viotigly heen cut with a saw.

A few moments of solemn sllence followed, the
Pape and the papal dignitaries in thelr state
rohos hoing grouped hefore the door. Then the
latter swung back, and the afficlals of 8t. Peter's
laved the threshold and doorposts with holy
water, while Leo opened the pealm ‘‘Jubllate
Den which was taken up by the Pontifical
Choilr. The Pope, having agaln covered his head
and holding In his right hand a crucifix and in
his 1eft a llghted randle, knelt at the threshold
amld the strains of the Te Deum. Rising to his
feet, he stepped alone within the portals of the
vast and empty Basillea, The cardinals and
athers followed,

At this momient all the church bells in Rome
range out.  Lea stopped before the altar of
Michasl Angeln, where the Janitors of the Holy
Dinor far the coming year klssed his feet. He
addressed 3 few words to them on the Impor-
tance of the ceremony and then proceaded to
the nltar, where the sacrament was offered, fol-
jowaed by a short prayer. Then, advaneing on
the Sedin Gestatoria to the High Altar, he pro-
nounced a solemn henedletion, according plen-
ary indulgences

By 1:15 o'elock he wad returned to his private
apartments, having performed the ceremonies
with great apparsnt satisfaction. He was smil-
Ing throughout, hut grew pale and showed signs
| of fatigue toward the end  Nevertheless he gave
the three blows upon the deor with considerable
| foree.

Profound silence was malintained throughout
the ceremony, save when the Pope gave his
blessing, which evoked loud “yivas." The
weather was fine and ap enormous concourse
assemhled in the precincts of the Basilica. Order
wns preserved ingide by the Pontlfical Guards
and outside by the Royal Carabinears and the
police

-

FLAMES HAD A FREE FIELD.

TW HOUSES IN WILLIAMRFRIDGE DE-
STROYED RBEFORE THE NEAREST
ENGINE ARRIVED
Precause there was no firs engine to be had twn
hou=es and a part of a third weare destraved up in
Willtamsbridge, in The Bronx, yesterday morning.

The fire hrike out at 3 a'clock.

| The fire started in the home of Gustave Kolle,
at Nn. 121 Second-st. Kolle i a pollceman at-
tached to the Forty-seventh Precinet. He was at
home, fortunately, and managed to et his wife
and three children out The wind was blowing a
small hurricans at (he time, and there was a
driving rain. The nelghbors and, in fact, most of
the villagers nrose when they heard the fire belis,
and hastensd to the scene The only apparatus
for fighting fire In the village (s a hose reel of
:;I)t'l.'l':i\lﬂd type.

This was munned and every effort maie to fight
the blize, which had spread through the house by
the time the fire brigade arrived Then it wnan
found that the pressure wis not sufficlent to reaci
further than the first story, and the house Was
Agamed.

A citizen ran all the way to the fire company in
Jerome-ave., more than a mile distant, and gave
the alarm. Mesnwhile the wind had carried the
fire to the home of Dr. Benjamin H. Goods#ll, a
dentist, living In No. 11§ about seven feel away.
He had arlsen at the Arst oall for help, and was
manfully fighting save his neighbor's house
when he found his own on fire. He managed to get
nis mother and two childreay out, but with some
difteulty

Hoth houses were destroyed when the fire com-
| pany fAnally arrived with its engine. The flames had
also been driven across n forty foot space to the
neme of Isaac Varian, at No. He lived with
his son and daughter-in-law The fire was checked
| ‘thers, bus not until it had practically destroyed the

house s

' 1 loss 1s $5,000, but covered b
insurance; Dr sell places his loss at B0k, an
sivs he thinks his ipsurance adequate to caver 1t
Mr Varian's loss 1s $5000. of which #H.500 I8 covered
M’i'l.-::-'lt‘.'rl:“ ’«rurlod_ |t f8 thought, from an over-
heated furnace  The Aames lit up the country for &
mile around, and as village customs largely pre-

to the fire

(5]

vill in that section everyhody went
The Inrger part of the ciowd remained unti] the
fire wWag oUl. AFIANgemMents are under way for a

mass meeting to de nand that a modern engine be
placed in the village
= ——

SYNDICATE BUYS

RQUAW ISLAND.
MILLIOXS TO BB EXPENDED IN DOCK IMPROVE-
MENTS AT BUFFALO—RTEEL WORKS AND
WAHEHOUSES INCLUDED.

Puffalo, Dec. 24 (Bpecial)—Squaw Island has
passed Into the ownership af a syndicate of capl-
tallsts, and between §10,000.000 and $12,000,000 Is to be
expended taers In bullding 3,00 test nf dockage, In
sstabillshing Immense hiast furnaces and malleable
stesl works, in bullding seversl extAnsive WArs-
houses to serve as a distributing statlon for Min-
neapolls flour to eastarn polnts and for export, and
in bullding other warehouses to he used in transfer
ot frelght hetween the lake marine and the rail-
ways The deal was closed on Thursday Iast. An
option was on the property for thirty Aaye

The island consists of 176 acres and was sold
through & New-York agent Although their names
ars not glven some of the capitalists are New-York

City and Philadelphta man, and it is belleved here
that the Frick-Rockefelier syndicate has something
to do with i, That the company is compused of in-
fluential men |s shown by the fact that they have
had llttie trouble in persuading the Foderal Govern-
mant to recommend improvements in the Niagara

River,

COPNT TOLSTOI CONVALESCENT.

Mosoow, Dac. 24 —Count Leo, Tolstol 18 now pro-
pounced by his medical advisers fully restored to
his ordinary health

—— - —_
DUKE OF WESTMINSTER CREMATED.

London, Dee. 8. —The tiody of the Thike of Weost-
minster, who succumbed to pneumonia last Friday
at his town residence. (irosvenor House, was

| eremuted to-day at Woking Cemetery
The deceased nobleman had been active in the

romotion of cremation and was president of the
1

hester Cremation Boclety,
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JAYNE'S EXP

| ohfection: but they are not so responsible,

IT WAS NOT INTENDED THAT IT
BE PUBLISHED JUST YET.

| ..
COUNSEL REVIEWS THE TESTIMONY T.

BEFORE THE MAZET COMMITTEE Al
SUGGESTS REMEDIES FOR THE
EVILS OF THE PRESENT

CITY GOVERNMENT, [y

The report which Frank Moss was asked
the members of the Mazet Committes on’
ber 8 to prapare for them, reviewing thelp

remedial legislation which the committee M
Iay before the Legislature, was made public yese
terday, sooner than Mr. Mose expected. | Ibd8)
be considered by the committae on Thursdas, |
and as It may he amended so as not 49
hit the political “boss” system so hard as Mr.
Moss wonld ke to. he, of course, would not
treat the committes so discourteously as to show
ft to any one before the committee had fixed it
up to their taste  But notwith=tanding his pre-
cautions it did leak out, and when Mr. Moss
wns seapn gt his home, In Harlem, by a Tribune
reporter last evening he sald that. since his at-
tempts at keeping the renort secret had falled,
he saw no reason why he should not acknowl-
edge the report as his

It 18 a long and exhaustive dosument, contain-
tng about thirty-eight thousand words, and s
signed by Frank Moss and Francle E. Laimbeer,
of counsel to the eommittae. The fact that John
Proctor Clarke does not slgn it was sald by Mr.
Mons tn have no sigrnificance.  Mr, Moss was re-
quested by the commities to draw it up. and Mr,
Laimbesr assisted him. Therefors they sigmed
ft. Whether the committes will 1{ke it or not is
not hard to guess. It will put their boasted non-
partisanship to a revere test. Wheather they will
ellminate certaln parts of It, now that it has
become publle, remains to he seen.

The report |= divided into three parts:

First—Polinting out fundamental defects In the
elty charter and showing the Influences w
affect the city government,

Second—Varlous collateral matters which the
counsel recommends as subjects for legisiative
remedy.

Third—Dealing with the witnesses who treated
the committes with contempt during ite session,
and reporting to the Leglslature, for such ac-
tlon as It may decm hest to take, the conduet
hefore the eommittes of Richard Croker, John
F. Carroll, Andrew Freedman, James A. Ma-
heney, Asa Bird Gardiner, Silas B, Dutcher and
Peter B. Nostrand.

After sxnrossing a regret that the committes
was unable to hear all the evidence its counsel
had secured the report says.

A NATURAL INQUIRY.

The first natural inquiry Is: What is the
character of the government of New-York City
under the new charter as administered under
the auspices of Tammany Hall? Does it con-
form to either republican or democratic or even
to modern monarchical ldeas? Is It, in its prin.
clpal functions. representative of the people,
and if not, what legislation will improve it? By
an examination of the charter and of the testl-
mony it will be seen that the immedliate admin-
{stration is confiled to commissioners appoloted
by the Mayor. Not only does each commis-
sioner have great powers of his own, but other
great powers are conferred on the Board of
Public Impravements in which the commisslon-
ers have the controlling volee, and in which they
being dependent on ecach other are Inclined to
combine and so avercome the Inadequate repre-
sentatlon there of the popular vote.

The commissioners are logleally the cablnet
offficers of the Mayor: they wers creatsd orig-
Inally to relieve him of the many executive and
adminlstrative Auties that devolve upon him,
but they have become independent of him, and
they exercise powers such as should be Intruste
ed only to the direct representative of the
or his subordinates,

Though not elected. nor even selected by the
people, thelr powers are greater than the pow-
ers of all electod officers. 1t the Commissioners
were sntirely responsible to the people, or to
the chlef representative of the people, or if thelr
actinns were watched over, advised and co-
ordinated by him, there could not be so ;r::;
are not held to any such responsibility, nor Is
any attempt made to direct or even to vise
them.

The Mavor had an ahsolute power of removal
for six months, but that has expired. He can
remove now only on legal charges and trial, with
the approval of the Governor of the State, and
the removal Is subject to review by the courts.
He now washes his hamids of them, and falls
back on the charter, which prescribes their pow-
ers and his and protects them from him a8
though they were elected officiais of the highest
consequence and value.  They, regardless of
him. and of the people {n many cases, proceed
with the exercise of governmental functions of
the highest nature and deal with the most val-
uable rights practically secure from any inter-
terence and control in the interests of
penple,

This is not according to the {deals of Amer-

fean government. It is true that by Indifference
or through fgnarance the people may permit the
hest form nf government to become despotic,
but they are entitled at least to a form of gove-
ernment which will leave open to them a way
to obtaln actual representation in the executive
snd administrative departments If they will take
the trouble to do It

But are these Commissioners free from con=
trol and co-ordinating influences. Their cone
curring actions (as In the attacks on the Man-
hattan Rallway) forbid such an assumption;
and the testjmony shows that they are leaders
or prominent officlals and members of the dom-
inant organization and of the swoclal club In
which, together with nearly all other city ofi-
clals and Important employes, they are brought
into direct and personal contact with the leader,
his deputy and his cabinet That leader has
publicly assumed the responsibility of the en-

tire system.
DISTRICT LEADERS IN OFFICE.

Mr. Moss then gives the names of the Aistrict
leaders of Tammany Hall who hold imporiant
offices in the elty government. It Is a long one,
and covers about ali the politieal berths worth
having that are in the city’s gift, and gives ex-
tracts from the testimony of many of them,
showing how densely lgnorant they are and how
blindly partisan in the administration of the Im-
portant duties intrusted to them. Then he makes
three suggestions regarding the Mayor, as fol=
lows:

We have lndlrntod what are at present the
eharacteristics ‘of machine orgauization, which
has become and is llkely to continue the cone
trolling public force in the city, and the Legls-
lsture, which creates municipal machinery,

should considsr the motives and the probable
tuture course of the organizations (and thele

! clal) should be coextensive with his term;

leaders) which are lkely to strive for the con-
trol of the clty gevernment, and should so care-
fully preserve the channel by which popular
fesling may reach and affect the elected
sworn officlals that the people may be able ta
move upon them when they have a mind to do
#0, The Legislature cannot make civie spirit,
put It can make and preserve the chanpels for
its effective maovement.

Counsel have procured statements of the
views of many eminent citizens on this
and on kindred points, and there |5 alimost &
unanimous agresment that the Mayor's absolute
power of removal of appointed officers (not ’ub‘l':
1
he should be required definitely to oversee his
appointees, and that he should be responsible for
thelr acts, as a part of his own administration.

BHORTER MAYOR'S TERM.

It is generally agreed that the Mayor should
be made eligible for re-election (after the pres-
ent term, which should not be disturbed), and
thus he in a position where he s most likely to
listen to the people #nd to sympathize with
their deslres.

We strongly urge you to report that tha
Mayor's term (after the present term) should ba
two years instead of four.

These are followed by extracts from Mayor

'



